Contact: Stephen Durham









   McDowell County Partnership 

    for Children & Families











            828-659-2462

      Stephen@mcdsmartstart.org
     www.mcdowellpartnership-smartstart.org
ATTENTION NEWSROOM 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth
This time of year most people focus on how many things they can get for Christmas, or finishing up last minute shopping for others. But many who are struggling with the poor economy and limited finances just want to receive a clean bill of health. The McDowell Partnership for Children has funds available to help children receive much needed dental care, including those two front teeth. 

The Partnership’s Healthy Smiles Dental Fund provides funds for restorative dental services to keep children free from pain and also provides funding for a child’s first dental visit. To be eligible, the child must be age 18 and under and reside in McDowell County. The family must meet income eligibility guidelines under 250% of the federal poverty level and parents must be willing to make a $10 co-pay. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and are available at the Partnership office or in the news section of its website, www.mcdowellpartnership-smartstart.org. Transportation funds are available for dental applicants. Funding is made possible through the McDowell County United Way. 

In cases where an applicant to the Health Smiles Dental Fund needs extensive restorative services, such as more than four cavities filled or multiple extractions, the Partnership’s Health Committee is able to refer applicants to the Mission Children’s Dental Health Program for operating room services. Each year, the Partnership refers about two children to Mission’s program for free or low-cost services. 

Additional funds for dental services are available for children age five and under through The McDowell Hospital’s Preschool Dental Program. For more information concerning applying for these funds and how to qualify, please contact Amanda Crisp, Preschool Dental Coordinator, at the McDowell County Health Department at 652-6811 Ext 330.
Studies have shown that having good dental health affects other areas of your overall health. Cavities and gum disease contribute to serious conditions in adulthood, such as diabetes, respiratory disease and heart disease. Many people think baby teeth are not important because they will be replaced by adult teeth. However, baby teeth are the placeholders for adult teeth and the health of the baby teeth affects the developing adult teeth. Children should visit a dentist by their first birthday.
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