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MCDOWELL PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN PRESENTS 2011 CHAMPION FOR CHILDREN AWARDS, ELECTS NEW OFFICERS
MARION – At its Annual Meeting, the McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families presented two Champion for Children awards to individuals who have committed their lives to making a difference for young children. Jennifer Morgan and Rhonda McFadden, Directors of the Glenwood and North Cove Family Resource Centers, were the recipients of the 2011 Champion for Children Awards. Both created Family Resource Centers with grassroots support from the community and personal dedication that has continued long after their own children have gone off to Elementary School. 

The programs provide part-day preschool programs and a variety of family support programs, such as Reading Adventures, Circle of Parents and Families and Schools Together. The programs are housed in North Cove and Glenwood Elementary Schools and serve as a bridge for the community to help prepare children and their families to enter kindergarten. Both nominations were submitted by Alison Baldwin, a current Partnership employee and former parent with the Glenwood Family Resource Center and family support programs. 
Morgan started the Glenwood Family Resource Center in 1998 when she was herself a young parent and saw the lack of resources in Glenwood. When she first began she worked long, unpaid hours getting the center up and running.  “She will do anything possible for the parents and children in this county.  She started the Family Reading Adventures and worked long hours to prepare for this monthly.  Jennifer gathered information and prepared programs or trainings, such as Circle of Parents and Families and Schools Together, so that parents could better their skills and relationships with their children,” said Baldwin.  

“Jennifer is willing to travel and take parents to Raleigh to visit the legislators and show her support for Smart Start and McDowell County for what she believes in.  She is very involved in the community, with her church, and her programs at Glenwood Resource Center,” said Baldwin. “Jennifer Morgan is a Champion for Children in so many ways to me and many others in our community.”

Baldwin also nominated Rhonda McFadden, director of the North Cove Family Network.  McFadden started working in 1995 under a contract with the McDowell County Schools.  She officially worked only six hours a week, but put in many other hours off the clock. She became a full time employee with the McDowell County Schools in 1997.  McFadden has been with the North Cove Family Resource Center since its inception and has helped build the program.  Once housed in a metal building located behind the old North Cove Elementary School, the program has grown in its support and is now housed inside a large classroom space in the new North Cove Elementary School building. 

“Rhonda is willing to do whatever it takes to make the lives of young children in McDowell County better,” said Baldwin. “If you need help or support Rhonda is there, she is a true Champion for Children in all of her efforts to make this County better for our young children’s lives and their future.”
Baldwin stated, “Jennifer and Rhonda are always willing to volunteer their time to the Partnership and help with any fundraisers or activities that are held in the community.” Some of these local fundraisers include the Bi-Lo Booster program, Countryside Cooks for Kids, Melodies on Main, and Eat Out for Early Education.  Both Resource Center Directors encourage their parents to participate in local fundraisers and they frequently take their classes out to eat at one of the participating restaurants in support of Eat Out for Early Education.  “Morgan always goes above and beyond to help make sure all of the parents and children in her programs are involved and informed on the important role of the Partnership and Smart Start in McDowell County,” said Baldwin. “If we need help for an event, then Rhonda is one of the first people to volunteer her time.”

The Champion for Children Award is presented annually by the Partnership’s Board of Directors to an individual who has made a difference in the lives of McDowell’s youngest children. Past Champion for Children Award winners include: Sarah Buchanan, Rose Wakefield, Joy Griffith, Stephanie Goudreau, Dr. James Gaskill, Betty Wall, Dr. Briana Shelton, Sherri Owenby, and Pat Bundy, the former director of the Old Fort Family Resource Center.

Kristin Mart, the Partnership’s Board Chair for the past year, was also presented with a gift for her service. New officers were elected for FY 2011-12, including Stephanie Goudreau, Chair; Amanda Crisp, Vice Chair; Dr. Joan Conway, Secretary; and Tim Blenco, Treasurer. 
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The McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families elects new officers for FY 2011-12. Pictured are (from left) Amanda Crisp, Vice Chair; Tim Blenco, Treasurer; Stephanie Goudreau, Chair; and Dr. Joan Conway, Secretary. 
[image: image2.jpg]


2011 Champion for Children Award Winners (from left) Jennifer Morgan and Rhonda McFadden. 






