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McDowell Early Education Community College Teacher 
Honored at Smart Start Conference

McDowell County Advocate Receives Karen W. Ponder Leadership Award

GREENSBORO— Joy Griffith, an early childhood education teacher at McDowell Technical Community College, was awarded the  Karen W. Ponder Leadership Award at the 2011 National Smart Start Conference. The award, named for Smart Start’s former president, recognizes outstanding service to young children and families in North Carolina.  Griffith was nominated by the McDowell County Partnership for Children. A $1,000 cash award will be made to the partnership in her name.

Griffith received the award for her more than 20 years of experience in the early childhood field, her commitment to the community, and her leadership skills. Among her many accomplishments, Griffith was vital to expanding families’ access to child care subsidy. 

“Ten years ago, the McDowell Division of Social Services (DSS) Director was sending child care subsidy funding back to the state because he said ‘parents don’t need funds for child care,” said Caroline Rodier, Executive Director of the McDowell County Partnership for Children. “After a private meeting with Joy and several months of conversations, the DSS began advertising the availability of funds and parents began using every dollar available.”

Griffith has held many early education positions in the county. She was the director of McDowell Technical Community College’s Child Development Center. While there she saw the need to increase access to affordable, quality child care as well as the need to help bring together child care center directors and family child care home owners. She founded the Children’s Services Network, the first and only child care resource and referral service in the county, which connects families to affordable, high-quality child care. In addition, she was a founding board member of the McDowell County Partnership for Children and has served in several leadership roles on the partnership’s board. 

Other accomplishments include providing technical assistance to improve child care quality in the county. For example, under Griffith’s supervision, the Children’s Services Network provided intensive technical assistance for the owner of God’s Little People, a private for-profit child care center, and the advisory board of First United Methodist Early Childhood Enrichment Center. Both facilities were on the brink of closing and asked for Griffith’s assistance in turning the facilities around. Both facilities are still open today and one holds a five-star license. 

Sherri Owenby, a former child care center director, said of Griffith: “All I can say is that without Joy, child care in McDowell County would not be what it is today! She has dedicated her life, her career, and her never ending energy to the betterment of child care in McDowell County. She acts on her heartfelt love of children and is not afraid to speak her mind. She deserves our admiration and respect as well as our undying gratitude for the outstanding work she has done on behalf of our children.” 
###
The earliest years of childhood are critical. Experiences during this time literally shape the structure of the brain. Because today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders, parents and workers, everyone has a stake in making sure all children have the experiences they need to thrive. Smart Start is the system that brings together all the people involved in a young child’s life—families, teachers, doctors, caregivers, social workers, and many others—to ensure every child has all they need for healthy growth and development. For more information, visit www.smartstart.org.
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