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State Performance Report shows McDowell Partnership for Children Above State Average


MARION, NC - New data released from the state shows significant gains in the quality of local child care. The annual report, called the Performance Based Incentive System (PBIS), is mandated by the NC General Assembly as the performance measurement tool for local partnerships for children, which receive state Smart Start funds. The report uses third-party data sources, instead of data collected by the partnership offices. 


“Parents should know that the quality of care for our youngest children in McDowell County is far better than the state average,” stated McDowell Partnership for Children Executive Director Caroline Rodier. “We have consistently performed above the state average in several categories.”

Licensed child care centers in North Carolina are rated using a five star system, with five stars being highest quality and one the lowest. Quality is rated on two factors: provider education and program standards. The most recent PBIS report using 2009-10 data places the average star rating for child care centers in McDowell County at 4.51 stars compared with an average 3.84 stars at the state level. In 2001, McDowell’s average star rating was 3.7.

According to the new data, 89% of children in regulated child care in McDowell County were in 4-5 star, high-quality centers, while the state average was 64%. Ninety-three percent of children receiving subsidized child care and 100% of children with special needs were enrolled in 4-5 star facilities in McDowell County, compared to the respective state averages of 74% and 94%.
McDowell also leads the state average significantly in the areas of teacher education, administration education, and early intervention for children ages 3-5 with special needs. There is currently no waiting list for child care subsidies in McDowell, which is not the case elsewhere in the state. 
Since 1990, the availability of child care for working parents has increased from 14 licensed child care facilities serving 476 children to 34 facilities serving 735 children. Much needed child care for infants has increased by 83% and for one-year-olds by 200% since 1990. 
The McDowell Partnership for Children has a 35 member local board, responsible for creating and implementing evidence-based and high-quality comprehensive programs for young children. The Partnership receives its funded from the state Smart Start initiative. 

