McDowell Children’s Summit Planned for April 24

MARION, NC - The McDowell Children’s Summit, a joint effort of the McDowell County Partnership for Children and McDowell County Schools, will be held Friday, April 24 at McDowell Technical Community College. This free, one-day children’s conference will feature keynote presentations by John Parker, Executive Director of Good Work, and David Novak, an award-winning storyteller. 
“The theme of this year’s Children’s Summit is We Have the Whole Child In Our Hands because through this one unique community event we are bringing together parents, teachers, non-profit agencies, and community leaders to address issues related to children age birth through twenty,” said Caroline Rodier, Executive Director of the McDowell Partnership for Children. “The Summit is held every two years as an opportunity for local agencies to discuss children’s issues with a county-wide focus on the future.”

Over 170 pre-registrations have already been received and a total of 250 are expected to attend. Breakout sessions will be held on a variety of topics such as early childhood, mental health, child health, dropout prevention, and Internet safety for parents and teachers. Dr. Rick Spurling, Assistant Superintendent of Mitchell County Schools, noted bullying expert and a favorite of the last Children’s Summit will make a return appearance. Other out-of-town presenters include Debra Torrence with the NC Institute for Early Childhood Professional Development, Dr. Cathy Grist with the Birth-Kindergarten Program for Western Carolina University, Sgt. R. Scott Lunsford with the City of Asheville Police Department, April Spencer with the Western Region Education Service Alliance, and Billy Poindexter with the Catawba County Department of Social Services.  
A State of the Child panel discussion will feature local elected officials, including County Health Director Buck Wilson, County Manager Chuck Abernathy, Superintendent Dr. Ira Trollinger, MTCC President Dr. Bryan Wilson, Children’s Services Network Director Joy Griffith, DSS Director Phillip Hardin, Smokey Mountain LME Community Based Clinician Jim Hamilton, and Sgt. Lynn Greene with the McDowell County Sheriff’s Department. The panel will address how their individual agencies are working to impact the lives of children and will take questions posed by attendees through the registration process. 
Thirty organizations plan to display information booths for conference attendees. Thanks to grant funding, a complimentary breakfast and lunch will be provided. 
Keynote speaker John Parker is Executive Director of Good Work, a Raleigh community-based organization with a focus on economic empowerment, entrepreneurship, and sustainable development. He describes his life's work as developing transformative relationships, nurturing good work that advances the greater good, and encouraging others to do the same. Parker serves on the boards of the Beloved Community Center of Greensboro, Stone Circles, and the Center for Rural Entrepreneurship. His work experience includes directing the Triad Regional Office of the Self-Help, research and teaching cultural and applied anthropology at the University of Memphis, and extensive ethnographic research in Central America and the U.S. American South. He is a native from North Carolina's Sandhills area in the Piedmont region, and received his masters in applied anthropology from the University of Memphis and bachelors at Wake Forest University.

The final keynote address will be presented by storyteller David Novak. Novak is a remarkable speaker with a background in theatre arts including Shakespeare, clowning, creative dramatics, playwriting, and directing. He received the 2002 Circle of Excellence award from the National Storytelling Network for excellence in the art of storytelling. He has performed at numerous theatres and festivals including the Cincinnati Playhouse, Woodstock Theatre Company, Timpanogos, Tejas Festival, Oklahoma City's Winter Tales, Hawaiian Talking Island, Northern Appalachian, and Sierra storytelling festivals. He has been keynote speaker for the American Alliance for Theatre in Education, the Mid-Atlantic Storyteller’s conference, the Greater California Reading Association and numerous library and educational conferences. His aesthetic education programs have found audiences across the country from the Lincoln Center Institute to the Los Angeles Music Center On Tour. Novak has been guest instructor for the University of San Diego, International Storytelling Institute, Oklahoma Arts Institute, John Campbell Folk School, and Walt Disney Imagineering. In 1995/96, he was Master Storyteller for the Disney Institute in Orlando, Florida. 

