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   McDowell Partnership Honored for Excellence

RALEIGH—The McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families was honored with a Bronze Award for excellence at Smart Start’s Annual Conference. Ashley Thrift, Board Chair of The North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., presented the award during a lunch ceremony at the Koury Convention Center in Greensboro.

“This award is indicative of the hard work and dedication of both the partnership board and staff to Smart Start’s program excellence,” Thrift said during the ceremony.

The McDowell Partnership received the Bronze Award for meeting and sustaining performance standards family support, financial accountability, and for early care and education for the past three consecutive years. In addition to receiving a certificate, the partnership was awarded $500. 

“Our programs are helping to ensure that children develop important cognitive, social and emotional skills during a critical time of brain development,” said Caroline Rodier, Executive Director of the McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families. “When McDowell County children have the opportunity to participate in these programs, we all benefit. Today’s children are North Carolina’s future leaders, parents and workers. Our state’s prosperity depends on their healthy development and growth.”
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