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Wachovia Grant Helps Parents Prepare Children for Kindergarten

Is my child ready for kindergarten? This is a question many parents will begin to ask themselves as kindergarten registration approaches on April 18. To help parents answer this question, the McDowell County Partnership for Children and Families is distributing parent education folders called “Preparing Your Child for Kindergarten: An Activity Guide for Families.” These materials are made possible by a grant from the Wachovia Foundation. 

The guide, which is available free to parents at the Partnership office, provides information on the development of children at age four in five areas: physical development, thinking skills, approaches to learning, language development and social & emotional development. It includes general milestones in each of these areas and suggestions for parent-child games and activities that will help build upon these skills. 

By law, a child is eligible to attend kindergarten in North Carolina if he or she has turned five years old on or before October 16 of the year he or she enters kindergarten. “The anxiety of sending your first child off to school can be overwhelming for some parents and other parents just want to make sure their child will be ready to learn as they enter school,” said Partnership Executive Director Caroline Rodier. “These activity guides provide parents with basic skills they can work on with their child before that first day of school.”

The goal of this education project is to help decrease the achievement gap of many children entering kindergarten by providing parents with information about developmental milestones well before kindergarten registration day. Only 60% of the children in McDowell County entering kindergarten have any preschool experience. Research shows that children who are exposed to preschool environments are more prepared for kindergarten because of the socialization and hands-on learning experiences in preschool programs. “While McDowell County has some of the highest quality regulated preschool programs in the state, we are still not reaching some 40% of children who are in relative care,” said Rodier. 
Providing information to parents on kindergarten transition is one of the goals of a joint Partnership for Children and McDowell County Schools Task Force, which has been meeting and working on transition issues since January 2007.
For additional information on kindergarten registration, contact Donna Gardner with the McDowell County Schools at 652-4535. Parent activity guides are available at the Partnership office at 70 N. Main Street in Marion, NC.   
[Sidebar] Transition to Kindergarten Task Force Focuses on School Readiness

In January 2007, the Partnership for Children and the McDowell County Schools hosted the first McDowell County Children’s Summit at First United Methodist Church in Marion. The event drew 200 educators and individuals who work with children of all ages. The day featured two prominent keynote speakers, classes, panel discussions, a resource fair, and outstanding opportunities for networking. 
One of the classes held during the Summit was on “Transition to Kindergarten” and was facilitated by Lesa Schirmacher with the Buncombe County Transition to Kindergarten Program. The session was well attended and the participants expressed an interest in creating a task force to address local issues. 

Since our first task force interest meeting, our accomplishments include a professional development meeting for kindergarten and preschool teachers, the creation of a county-wide plan on kindergarten transition which was presented during a Principal’s Meeting in 2008, an upcoming teacher exchange which will allow preschool teachers to visit and observe kindergarten classrooms during the Week of the Young Child in April, and work on the implementation of county-wide developmental assessment. 
Current task force representation includes developmental specialists, partnership staff, school administrators, parents, kindergarten teachers, and preschool teachers. Anyone interested in attending should contact the Partnership for Children at 659-2462 for a schedule of upcoming meeting dates.

