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PINWHEELS: A NEW WAY TO LOOK AT CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
Pinwheel Garden Recognizes Efforts to Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect 
Marion, N.C. ( March 30, 2011) —Glenwood Family Resource Preschoolers and their fourth-grade Dragon Buddies have joined thousands of communities throughout North Carolina and the nation in recognizing Child Abuse Prevention Month with a pinwheel garden. 
The pinwheel is the new symbol of child abuse prevention, representing community efforts to provide children with the safe, stable, nurturing relationships they need for healthy development. They also remind parents to take a little time and play with their children each day. Children learn through play and through nurturing family environments.  
The children at the center, ages two through five, were assisted in the construction of the garden by their “Dragon Buddies,” fourth grade AG students who mentor the preschoolers on a regular basis. 

In 2009-10, there were 257 cases of first-time abuse and neglect reports for children ages birth to 5 in McDowell County, according to the Department of Health and Human Services website. Nationally, a report of child abuse is made every ten seconds. Almost five children die everyday as a result of child abuse and more than three out of four of those children are under the age of 4.

“The pinwheel represents the bright future all children deserve,” said Jennifer Morgan, Glenwood Family Resource Director. “It represents our hope that all of the children in our community have the stable, loving relationships they need to become successful adults who contribute to our community.   Communities that support policies and programs that encourage children’s healthy development in all areas of their lives ensure their future prosperity.”   

Several other early childhood programs and businesses in McDowell County are participating by erecting their own pinwheel gardens, including the Corpening Memorial YMCA, Miss Cathy's House of Play, Robbin's Nest, McDowell Technical Community College and parents at their homes, Little Bear, Shining Stars, Early Head Start, Marion Pre-K, Radio Station WBRM, Calloway’s Child Care, and Early Childhood Enrichment Center of First United Methodist Church. 
The goal of the programs at the Glenwood Family Resource Center is to better equip parents of young children to handle issues that may arise in their family.  During this time when parents are facing added stress from job loss, cuts to unemployment, and increased cost of living such as rising gas prices, groceries and utilities, they should know that community resources are available.   The Glenwood Family Resource Center provides free part-day child care, family enrichment activities and field trips, parent support groups, and family reading adventures. The programs are funded by Smart Start, the McDowell school system and other state grants. “It’s during economically tough times like these when our families need the Resource Center’s programs more than ever,” said Morgan. For more information about the Glenwood Family Resource Center, call 460 - 3473.
Pictured are (from left) Glenwood Family resource teachers Amy S. and Carol Causby; preschoolers; Betty Ross, School Counselor; and fourth-grade Dragon Buddies.
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