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McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families, Child Care professionals and parents Travel to Raleigh to ask McDowell County Legislators to Maintain Investments in Early Childhood Programs
Marion – On Tuesday, March 15, 2011, McDowell County Partnership for Children & Families staff, child care professionals, parents and business leaders from McDowell County traveled to the North Carolina General Assembly as part of Smart Start’s statewide “Tuesdays for Tots” initiative.  The constituents met with the McDowell legislative delegation and asked members to maintain investments in young children in McDowell County. Last year more than 800 community leaders from across the state voted that access to quality early education and care was a top priority for young children.  

“Science tells us that the first five years of life actually shape the structure of the brain and strongly affect whether a child will grow up to become a healthy, productive member of society,” said Caroline Rodier, Executive Director of the McDowell Partnership for Children.  “We’re meeting with legislators to discuss the needs of children in our community, the science that supports programs like Smart Start, and why investing in our youngest citizens is a wise investment for families, the economy and our society as a whole.” 

Tuesdays for Tots is an advocacy effort that takes place every Tuesday of the legislative session. Smart Start’s 77 partnerships across the state bring constituents from a variety of backgrounds, including business leaders, health professional, military families, etc., to come to Raleigh for one-on-one meetings with lawmakers. Constituents explain the challenges facing young families and how Smart Start meets these critical needs. 

State funding for Smart Start has been cut by $49 million over the last decade, $24 million of which was cut in the last 4 years, a period when families have been increasingly suffer job losses and economic hardships and more children are living in poverty. The result is fewer services that promote children’s health and early education. These cuts are occurring at the same time that economists and other business leaders are advocating that investments in young children are one of the strongest investments not only for the short term but also for sustained growth and job creation. In fact, the US Chamber of Commerce released a report highlighting North Carolina’s Smart Start as a national model and saying “Early childhood education has a tremendous impact on the national economic security and the viability of the American dream.”

Created by the North Carolina General Assembly in 1993 Smart Start is the state’s early childhood infrastructure. Smart Start’s 77 local partnerships serving all 100 North Carolina counties provide the network on the ground that is needed to produce efficient and effective results for children birth to five. Local partnerships serve as a system to convene stakeholders to assess local needs; ensure accountability; and leverage private, community, state and federal resources.

Local residents traveling to the North Carolina General Assembly included:  Caroline Rodier, Alison Baldwin, Jennifer Morgan, Amy Skonieczny, Wendy Barber, Brennan Barber, and Michelle Boyles.  The residents met with Representative Mitch Gillespie, and Senator Ralph Hise of the McDowell County legislative delegation.  Pictured from left to right are Amy Skonieczny, Michelle Boyles, Jennifer Morgan, Wendy Barber, Brennan Barber, Caroline Rodier, Senator Ralph Hise, and Alison Baldwin.
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