State of the Child in McDowell County: Preparing the Way for Healthy, Well Educated, and Prosperous Future Citizens.  9:30 to 10:30 a.m. MTCC Administration Building Auditorium
The Panel will begin following the keynote speech by John Parker. Please plan to arrive by 8:15 a.m. The first row of auditorium seats will be reserved for panel speakers.

Panel Members (8): Chuck Abernathy, County Manager; Jim Hamilton, Smokey Mountain LME;  Buck Wilson, Health District Director; Dr. Ira Trollinger, Superintendent; Phillip Hardin, DSS Director; Dr. Bryan Wilson, MTCC President; Joy Griffith, Children’s Services Network; and Lynn Greene, McDowell County Sheriff’s Department   
QUESTIONS:

1) ALL - Each panelist will have 5 minutes to answer the following question: “Tell us about something innovative that your program/agency/department is currently involved in and how it will impact the children in the county.”
Individual questions posed through conference registration (try to hold comments to 2 minutes each):

2) Chuck Abernathy, Dr. Wilson, Dr. Trollinger (or others): Please describe new and innovative ways that you believe the school system, McDowell Tech, and the county government can work together to offer more job awareness opportunities to students K-14.

3) Chuck Abernathy, Dr. Wilson, Dr. Trollinger (or others): What do you anticipate will be the future job market in McDowell County now that so many of our industrial plants have closed? How can we attract investors and clean industry to the area? What is your vision for bringing McDowell into a new era of global competitiveness?
4) ALL - What policies or environmental supports are in place in your own organizations that support children (or adults/staff/citizens) being more physically active, eating healthy or preventing tobacco use?

5) Dr. Trollinger- What changes are planned for the state-wide testing in North Carolina; specifically, are changes planned to adjust the expectations for children with special needs so that there are alternate proficiency requirements for students with learning disabilities?

6) Jim Hamilton, Dr. Trollinger, Phillip Hardin, Buck Wilson, Joy Griffith, Lynn Greene- What steps are currently being taken to assure timely services for children with behavioral and mental health needs? for preschoolers?
7) To Chuck Abernathy, Dr. Trollinger, or others: What efforts are being undertaken to coordinate/provide youth or teen activities aside from those undertaken by the YMCA?
Note: No questions will be taken from the audience. The audience will be instructed to contact the panelists individually following the Summit with their questions or speak with individuals during the Summit. 
